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· The next GR Chapter Board Meeting  is 8:30am, Saturday, February 13.  If you 
have any input for board consideration, please feel free to contact any board member 
(listed below). 

 
· Webinar with Rev. Paul Turner, Thursday, February 11, 2:00pm. 
      “Preparing for the New Roman Missal.”  See information inside. 
       
· Our next Chapter Event is Saturday, February 27.  See information inside.  
      “Supporting the Song of the Assembly” - multiple sessions - something for everyone! 
 
· Look for more information on our annual Spring Banquet in the next newsletter 

(March).  Save the date… Friday evening, May 14, 2010. 
 
· National Convention in Detroit, July 12-16 
 
· Friday Fellowship and Breakfasts are still happening. Join your peers on Friday 

mornings, 9:00 at Cherie Inn, 969 Cherry SE (just west of Diamond) in Grand Rapids. 
Touch base, and share wisdom & conversation.  New faces always welcome. 

 
· Taizé Prayer - A mixture of song, silence and scripture. An Ecumenical Prayer for 

Peace is held on the second Monday of each month at St. Mary's Church at 7:30 PM. 
Musicians are always welcome - see information inside. Grand Rapids 

Diocesan 
Chapter 

c/o Office for Worship 
360 Division Ave. S 
Grand Rapids, Mi  49503 

January 2010 
newsletter 

Diocese of Grand Rapids NPM 2009-2010 Board Members 
 

Director: Gordon Proulx gjproulx@iserv.net   Treasurer: Brian Pouget bpouget@gmail.com  
Programs: Dan Daller ddaller@select-resources.com  Publicity: Michelle Ogren mmodirect@sbcglobal.net 
Recording Secretary: Nancy Kadzban nancyk@iserv.net      Hospitality: Joe Houdek jhoudek@hsparish.com 
Newsletter Editor:   ***  HELP NEEDED ***  Membership: Todd WilkieToddWilke@ststephenparish.com 
Yearbook Editor: Mary Harwood mcharwood@gmail.com At-Large: Anna Colby annacolby@comcast.net 
At-Large: Sheri Proulx proulxsheri@yahoo.com   Student At-Large: James Trares trarejam@aquinas.edu 
Prayer: Sr. Catherine Williams, OP willicat@aquinas.edu and Tim Jansen  tjansen@basilicagr.org 
        Web site: Larry Barton lbarton@stmarygr.org  

Ex-Officio representatives: 
Immediate Past Director: Aline Snoeyink aksnoeyink@gmail.com 
Diocesan Office for Worship: (interim) Fr. Chris Rouech  crouech@dioceseofgrandrapids.org 
Diocesan Director of Music/Music Education Liaison: Dennis Rybicki DRybicki@dioceseofgrandrapids.org 
Cathedral Musician: Nick Palmer cathedralnick@sbcglobal.net 
American Guild of Organists (AGO) Liaison: Dick Hoogterp rhoogterp@spxcatholic.org 
School of Cantor Training Liaison: Carol McAndrew Cmcandrew@oll.com 

 

Please feel free to email any of us with your questions, comments or concerns! 
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Happy New Year! I hope this year finds you filled with the peace of Christ.  
No matter what circumstances life throws your way, He is there.  
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Thursday, February 11, 2:00pm at Cathedral Square 
 

Our national NPM organization is offering a webinar with Rev. Paul Turner titled  
“Preparing for the New Roman Missal.”  

  

The Diocese of Grand Rapids is offering us an opportunity to view this hour-long webinar 
at no cost at Cathedral Square.  We will also have an opportunity to stay afterward and 
share thoughts and discussion with each other.  Contact your peers and encourage them to 
join you as we gather together.   

All are welcome.   

Miss the upcoming WEBINAR !!! 



 

Prayer in the Style of Taizé 
 

Co-sponsored by NPM-Grand Rapids 

Instrumentalists and Singers Needed! 
Second Monday of Each Month 

(Feb. 8, Mar. 8, Apr. 12, etc.) 

 Music Practice: 6:30 PM Prayer: 7:30 PM 

If you would like to participate as a musician or choir member, please contact us at  
taize@prayerofpeacegr.org or call Larry at tel. 616.459.7390. 

Musical ability not required to attend and participate.  
This is an ecumenical prayer — Christians of all backgrounds are welcome. 

For more information,  
visit www.npm-gr.org/taize.htm and www.prayerofpeacegr.org. 

Help spread the word!  
  Flyers and posters are available at: www.prayerofpeacegr.org/spreadtheword.html 
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Saturday, February 27, 2010 
St. Jude Parish - 1120 Four Mile Rd NE, Grand Rapids 

 

Attendees may select 2 of the 3 sessions that will be offered: 
 1.   For Cantors/Psalmists - Song Leader, Not Soloist 
       Facilitated by: Larry Barton, Director of Music, St. Mary’s Grand Rapids 
    Mary Cusack, Director of Music, Sts. Peter & Paul, Ionia 
 
 2.   For Organists/Pianists/Keyboardists - Appropriately Supporting Singing 
       Facilitated by: Tim Jansen, Director of Music, St. Adalbert Basilica, Grand Rapids 
 
 3.   For Instrumentalists - Arranging and Utilizing Instruments 
       Facilitated by:  Nick Palmer, Director of Music, St. Andrew Cathedral, Grd. Rapids 
 

Registration      8:00-8:30am 
Morning Prayer      8:30am 
Session #1     9:00-10:15am 
Session #2  10:30-11:45am  

 
 
 
 

 Cost: $  5.00 for NPM-GR Members   Please RSVP to: 
  $10.00 for non-members    Brian Pouget  bpouget@gmail.com  
  $50.00 maximum per parish   phone (616)696-5405 



 

At a recent NPM workshop, we covered the topic of “Practical Praise Music”.  
For those who missed the event, here is the text from the power point presentation that covers the main 
thoughts discussed that night. 
 

Definition and reason to think about using Praise Music: 
· For tonight, let’s agree that Praise Music is a subset of Contemporary Christian music that comes to us mainly 

from the wider Christian community. It has a de�nite pop music �avor, repeated lyrics, an emphasis on praising 
God.  

· In Pastoral Music - June 2009, Ed Bolduc, a major arranger of praise music in our hymnals, states that   “Praise 
and worship music” is simply a generic term used to describe a particular style of modern Christian music usu-
ally composed in a pop/ contemporary style ....the songs are usually in verse-chorus form, sometimes with a 
third section, or coda that introduces a new motif sung with repetition.  

· Tonight we are limiting this discussion to the use of praise music within the Mass.  
    This will most likely be the most severely limiting structure within Catholicism for the use of praise music. It is 
    not intended to be a guideline for the use of praise music in any other situations in our communities. 

· We, as musicians are called to bring the congregation to a “full and active participation” and that “this is the aim 
to be considered before all else” [Sing to the Lord - 11]  

· We need to be concerned about the participation of all, not just some. Our congregations are not homogenous, 
rather they are diverse in heritage, age, prayer styles, ...  

· Songs must appeal to the wide range of our members.  
· Praise songs are another means of bringing people closer to God.  
· The use of multiple musical genres at all Masses prevents the splintering of the congregation along musical 

lines. 
 

Caveats in the use of Praise Music at Mass: 
· Because Praise Music comes to us from the wider Christian community, care must be taken that the songs em-

body Catholic theology and �t within the theme of that particular Liturgy.  
· “The music must always be appropriate to the Liturgy, either by being a proper liturgical text or by expressing 

themes appropriate to the Liturgy.” [STTL 30]  
· “to be suitable for use in the Liturgy, a sung text must not only be doctrinally correct, but must in itself be an 

expression of the Catholic faith.” Therefore, “liturgical songs must never be permitted to make statements about 
faith which are untrue.” [STTL 83]  

· “The texts of antiphons, psalms, hymns, and songs for the Liturgy must have been approved either by the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops or by the local diocesan bishop.” [STTL 142]  

· “In judging the appropriateness of music for the Liturgy, one will examine its liturgical, pastoral, and musical 
qualities. Ultimately, however, these three judgments are but aspects of one evaluation, which answers the ques-
tion: “Is this particular piece of music appropriate for this use in the particular Liturgy?” [STTL 126] 

 

The use of “I”  
· songs whose lyrics always reference “I” instead of “we.”  
· In the context of Mass, we come together to worship, yes, but we come as a community together to build up the 

Body of Christ.  We cannot have a thought to the poor, to our neighbor, to welcoming the stranger, if we are al-
ways focused on the personal self.  

· The celebration of Mass is a communal event. We share in the Breaking of Bread and drinking of the Cup.  We 
share with Christ this sacri�cial meal.  This is not a time of celebrating the individual’s relationship with God, 
therefore the lyrics of our hymns during Mass should re�ect that truth.  

· It is not the word, but the focus of the entire set of lyrics that is the determinant.  
· There are many Catholic hymns that use “I”, yet the focus of the song is not such.  

 
 
 
         ** continued on next page  
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Several people have taken on new responsibilities within our Diocese.   
Congratulations to: 

 

Michelle Ogren at St. Patrick, Parnell. 
Jenna Fowle at St. Charles, Greenville 

Mary Halbeisen at St. Mary Magdalen, Kentwood 
Sister Joan Thomas will soon be returning to Dominican Chapel/Marywood 

 

and… 
 

Sue Rositch as she takes on the world of retirement 
Daniel Herman who has also retired and moved back to the Detroit area 

 

  
 
 

Liturgical Uses  
· Entrance:  After the entire liturgical assembly has been gathered, an Entrance chant or song is sung as the 

procession with the priest, deacon, and ministers enters the church. “The purpose of this chant is to open the 
celebration, foster the unity of those who have been gathered, introduce their thoughts to the mystery of the 
liturgical season or festivity, and accompany the procession of the priest and ministers.” [STTL 142]  

· Preparation of Gifts:    After the altar has been prepared, gifts of bread and wine are brought to the priest or 
deacon by members of the liturgical assembly. This procession is accompanied by an Offertory chant or 
song, “which continues at least until the gifts have been placed on the altar.” The norms on the manner of 
singing are the same as for the Entrance chant. [STTL 173] 

· Communion:   “While the priest is receiving the Sacrament, the Communion chant [or song] is begun. Its 
purpose is to express the communicants’ union in spirit by means of the unity of their voices, to show joy of 
heart, and to highlight more clearly the ‘communitarian’ nature of the procession to receive Communion.” 
The singing begins immediately and continues “for as long as the Sacrament is being administered to the 
faithful.” The Communion chant or song may be sung by the people with choir or cantor, or by the choir 
alone. Because the Communion chant expresses the unity of those processing and receiving the Holy Sacra-
ment, communal singing is commendable. The singing of the people should be preeminent. [STTL 189]  

· Recessional: Although it is not necessary to sing a recessional hymn, when it is a custom, all may join in a 
hymn or song after the dismissal. When a closing song is used, the procession of ministers should be ar-
ranged in such a way that it �nishes during the �nal stanza. [STTL 199] 

 
 
 

THANK-YOU, GORDON… 
for your presentation, and for sharing this information with us in written form 



 

NPM Grand Rapids   
NEWSLETTER EDITOR NEEDED 

 

We apologize for a lapse in newsletters appearing in your mailboxes.  We are in 
need of someone to take on this task for our chapter.  For the time being, Anna 
Colby has agreed to pinch-hit to get this “double issue” published.  We do intend 
to issue a quarterly newsletter; so, the next issue should be available in March.  If 
you would like to take on this challenge, please contact  
Gordon Proulx (616-735-1158 / or email gjproulx@iserv.net)  
or Anna Colby (616-241-6489, ext. 17 / or email annacolby@comcast.net).   
 
 

And… in the meantime... 
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October 24th Grand Rapids chapter of NPM sponsored “A Church Choir Clinic.”  Church 
choirs, as well as an interested audience came together in the Kretschmer Recital Hall at 
Aquinas College for this clinic.  Building on the tradition of fine choir festivals established 
by the founding members of our chapter, this year we tried something new. 
 

Each choir prepared 2 pieces to perform for the audience, and clinician Dr. Mark Webb.   
Dr. Webb then worked with the choir, while the audience listened and learned.  The partici-
pating choirs received a photo of their group and a CD with the performed works and Dr. 
Webb’s commentary.  Everyone present, having learned something, came away with a fresh 
outlook on choral singing, as well as a list of new music considerations for their own 
choirs, including Dr. Webb himself.  The response to this event was overwhelming, and we 
look forward to presenting this again next year. 
 

Practical ‘Praise’ Music, you asked for it!  In response to requests for more specific uses 
and repertoire of the music in this genre, on November 10th our chapter of NPM sponsored 
this event, presented by Gordon Proulx.  Gordon walked us through specifics of why or 
why not a particular song may not be appropriate for the communion procession or prepara-
tion of the gifts, and may work elsewhere in the liturgy.  He referenced specific guidelines 
from the “Sing To The Lord” document, and the GIRM.  We had an opportunity to meet 
many new faces, and all came away with fresh ideas and possibilities of use of music in the 
liturgies in their own parishes.   
 

 

� �
�����������������������������������������	������
��� ����!�	���" ������	��#�������$��� %�
���������&'(�)*&*$�



 

 

�)�
��
�!�����
�*
�
 
 

February 7 at 3pm  Invitational Chorus Concert - student a cappella groups  
  Location: Basilica of St. Adalbert, 671 Davis NW, Grand Rapids 
 
 

February 21 at 3pm Chamber Choir Concert 
  Location: Kretschmer Recital Hall, Art and Music Center 
 
 

February 24 at 9:30pm Broadway Revue - Musical Theatre show stoppers by students 
  Location: Moose Café (Cook Carriage House) @ Aquinas College 
 
 

February 26 at 6pm Ruthless! The Musical! 
  Location: Performing Arts Center 
 
 

March 1 at 7:30pm  Castalia… Focus on Women Composers featuring 
     Quartet by Emily Wong 
 
 

March 20 at 7:30pm Student Honors Recital with 2010-2011 Scholarship and  
     Award Ceremony 
    Preceeded by the Music Alumni & Donor Reception at 6pm 
  Location: Kretschmer Recital Hall, Art and Music Center 
 
 

March 21 at 3pm  College Band and Chamber Strings in concert 
  Location: Kretschmer Recital Hall, Art and Music Center 
 
 

March 28 at 3pm  Spring Choral Concert 
    College Chorus, Chamber Choir & Valenti Handbell Ensemble 
  Location: Basilica of St. Adalbert, 671 Davis NW, Grand Rapids 
 
 

April 8 at 7:30pm  Spring Jazz Night 
  Location: Kretschmer Recital Hall, Art and Music Center 
 
 

April 14 at 7:30pm  “New Dimensions Percussion Plus” Concert 
  Location: Kretschmer Recital Hall, Art and Music Center 
 
 

April 18 at 3pm  Spring Music Department Concert - all music dept. ensembles 
  Location: Kretschmer Recital Hall, Art and Music Center  
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The Diocesan Choir began rehearsals again on January 18.  The Diocesan Choir is respon-
sible for choral music at all diocesan liturgies including Rite of Election, Chrism Mass and 
the Ordination Liturgy.  The choir is a diverse group of singers from throughout the diocese.  
It is a very talented and active choir.  Each fall the choir performs a major sacred choral 
work.  Recent years have given us John Rutter’s Magnificat and the Requiem by Gabriel 
Fauré.  Consider joining us if you would like to sing in a large, committed choir that sings 
at important liturgies for the people of the diocese.  The Diocesan Choir rehearses three 
Mondays a month (we take the 2nd Monday off) from 7:00-8:30pm in the Cathedral of St. 
Andrew.  Please contact Dennis Rybicki at dennisrybicki@grcss.org for more information. 
 
 

The Schola choir of the Cathedral of Saint Andrew will be presenting a Lenten Concert 
on Sunday, March 7 at 3:00pm in the Cathedral of Saint Andrew.  The Schola will present 
the Berliner Mass by Arvo Part, the Miserere by Allegri and other shorter pieces that reflect 
the serenity of the Lenten season.  The concert is free and open to the public.  After a busy 
morning of music making, consider taking some time to enjoy some fine music in the beau-
tiful space of the Cathedral. 

Workshop for Hispanic Musicians, and Thoughts on Hispanic Ministry 
 

Holy Name of Jesus Parish was the site for a workshop for Hispanic Musicians throughout the  
Diocese on August 28.29, 2009.  At this year’s national convention, one of the plenum speakers 
challenged us to take responsibility for training musicians from other cultures - especially our 
Spanish-speaking musicians that are quickly becoming a majority culture in our country.  We had a 
wonderful weekend led by Rudolfo (Rudy) López, from OCP.  Friday evening was a workshop for 
guitarists, and Saturday was a day for all musicians.  Rudy even left us with a CD for each partici-
pant to practice their vocal skills at home - 15 minutes per day.   
 

The past 4+ years of working with musicians for our Spanish masses at Holy Name has shown me 
that other cultures have extensive gifts that we tend not to take advantage of.  Often they do not 
have the liturgical background and training that many of us have grown up with, so they play and 
sing what they know.  This group of people is eager to learn but often intimidated by our “white 
dominant” culture.  Since the workshop, my coro (choir) members have become stronger, more 
confident musicians.  Although my Spanish language skills are minimal, I too have grown in my 
confidence as a leader for this group.  I have a renewed sense of leadership that has caused me to 
make a new commitment to teaching music reading skills to my coro.  We are working on very  
basic skills right now - reading rhythms - as well as focusing on vocalizing and improving vocal 
techniques.  The very first week of practicing our “tas” and “ti-tis” one person exclaimed - “Hey, 
look at us - we’re reading music!”  That quickly served to strengthen my conviction to teach.  
We’re a long way from SATB music, but we’re taking our baby steps.   
          ~  Anna Colby 
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The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter of the American Guild of Organists will be having  
a handbell workshop on Saturday morning, February 13, 2010 from 9am-Noon with  
clinician Stephanie Wiltse, director of Grand Rapids based EMBELLISH Handbell 
Choir.  It will take place at Central United Methodist Church, 1011 Second Street,  
Muskegon.  Directors and ringers are invited to participate in this workshop to learn 
new skills and techniques.  In order to assure that enough handbells are available for 
everyone coming, please RSVP to Peter Kurdziel with your name and position(s) that 
you are most comfortable ringing.  A $5 fee per ringer or maximum of $50 per choir/
church is requested.  This is a hands-on morning - no repertoire needs to be prepared 
ahead of time and there will not be a performance attached to this workshop.   
All are welcome! 
Peter Kurdziel, Sub-Dean - Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter AGO 
Phone 616-676-0111, ext. 20 
email: peterk@strobertchurch.org 
 
 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter of the American Guild of Organists will present “In 
Memoriam - Annual Member’s Recital” on Sunday, March 21, 2010 at First Congrega-
tional church, UCC, 1201 Jefferson Street, Muskegon, 49441.  This annual recital will 
feature music for organ as well as music for organ and other instruments.   
A freewill offering will be taken to benefit the Kolkema Organ Scholarship fund.   
All are welcome! 
 
 

Annual Banquet - April 30 - 50th anniversary as a chapter - more details available soon.    
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Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Wyoming, was the site for another wonderful celebration 
of Epiphany.  For the past 5 years, the Christmas season has wrapped up with a concert 
by the Schubert Male Chorus of Grand Rapids.  The men’s choir was joined for the 
third year by choirs from Catholic Central High School, under the direction of Dennis 
Rybicki.  We were also treated to selections by quartets made up of Sweet Adeline 
singers and Schubert choir singers as well as an entertaining arrangement of “The 
Twelve Days of Christmas” by the combined quartets.  The evening was topped off by 
a reception in the school gym.   
 

This event has become a tradition at Holy Name, and we look forward to another great 
concert next year! 



 

 

2010 NATIONAL CONVENTION 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

 
 

JULY 12-16 
 
 

Complete information regarding the 2010 NPM National Convention is now 
available at the NPM website.  

 

So Much to Do and So Little Time! 
 

Have you ever felt like that?  It seems I do at every convention I go to.  Singing, new 
translations, where is the church going, singing psalms, musicianship, multi-cultural  
celebrations, singing, reconnecting with old friends, meeting new ones, food, evening 
prayer, youth and liturgies, etc., etc. etc., and did I mention singing?  So much to do. 
 

The plenums were particularly enlightening and empowering.  Paul Turner reminded us 
the texts are changing, not the order of the mass.  We will continue to bring life to the 
celebrations of the liturgy, and “Sing to the Lord” through these new texts!  Cardinal  
DiNardo reflected on ways in which we as pastoral musicians foster the “common, sung 
expression of faith within the liturgy.”  He referred to singing as elevated speech, and 
described sung speech as the base and reality of the liturgy.  He pointed to profound 
scriptural events, such as the creation of the earth through utterances, and suggested 
these utterances were singing.  When God descended on his son as a dove and pro-
claimed to all “This is my Son with whom I am well pleased,” I am sure God would 
have proclaimed such an event with elevated speech.  He pointed out the sung dialogues 
of the mass are basic and necessary, such as the preface dialogue, and reminded us of the 
origin - the apostles.   
 

As we continue, I am reminded… so much to do, and so little time. 
 

 

 

Grant them eternal rest… 
 
 

Clyde J. Proulx, father of Gordon Proulx 
 

Patricia Rogalla, mother of Eileen Hoogterp 
 

Alida Van Klompenberg, mother of Nancy Kadzban 
 

~ life has changed, not ended ~ 
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2 parishes are looking for CHOIR EDITIONS of the green 

Gather Comprehensive hymnal.  
If you have any - used or new - that you would like to part with, please contact: 

Michelle Ogren (mmodirect@sbcglobal.net) at (616)648-2820 
or   Anna Colby (annacolby@comcast.net) at (616)241-6489, ext. 17. 

 

&"��&�#&�������  

 

Do you know persons or businesses that would be willing to become a sponsor for our local 
chapter?  Over the past several years we have been able to keep your membership dues low 
by supplementing our chapter’s income with sponsorships.   

Can you help us by recommending someone? 
 

Contact our Treasurer - Brian Pouget - for more information. 
bpouget@gmail.com  phone (616)696-5405 

"(��
��������
.������
���
��
��

AQUINAS COLLEGE 
      Makes all the difference in the world. 
 

Aquinas College offers various programs of study leading to degrees in music, which, as a part of a liberal 
arts education, can provide a solid foundation for a career in music.  Ranked one of the Midwest’s top col-
leges by US News and World Report, Aquinas offers: 
 * Bachelor of Music, Liturgical Music * Bachelor of Arts, Music 
 * Bachelor of Music Education K-12  * Music and Theatre Dual Major 
  ~ Vocal ~ Choral  * Associate Degrees and/or Music Minor choices 
         * Bachelor of Arts, Applied 
     ~Liturgical ~ Vocal 
     ~ Instrumental ~ Jazz 

MEYER������������������������� ���
��		�
��
���������������������	������
�������������� ���������������	�
������
�
���������������������������������������
������ ����������	
	�� �������������������������������	
������

�
	�	�
�

���� �!"���#�$"%&�' (�#��"���(�)��*�#�+�	��)����,�" �
�"-'� �#��"���'--.�"�����-� /�'�"#�+"�" '.�����/��" "(��

*  Also in Holland & Muskegon  * 

� ��� �� ��	�
�� �
 ���� �
�

������� �	 �� � ���
 ���� �� �
��� ������������
-���"����
010

����
��..�	 ""����
22

23���

	'4����
010

�
��
�

Dennis Buteyn 
dbuteyn@westmichiganpiano.com 



 

 

c/o Office for Worship 
360 Division Ave., S 
Grand Rapids, MI  49503-4539 

Grand Rapids 
Diocesan  
Chapter 


